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The generall his name was Mounser de Bardeler. They lost
their vice-admirall by shipwracke uppon the Maldevs; and
departed from Dachem for France with about 14 tunne of
pepper, some smale quantity of sinamon, and some indico; so
that he had not halfe of his lading.
The 8 day of September came into this roade two Flemish
ships from Seylon, with sinamon; unto whome did belong the
pinnace that our generall bought. And because our generall had
resolved to goe for Malacca, he did take the admirall of the
Flemmings1 with him, being about 200 tunne and very well
manned; and in consideration thereof to have the 8 part of what
was taken. And for our owne fleete the general had compounded
that the company * should have the sixt part.
The ii day of September our admiral, vice-admirall, rear-
admirall, and the Flemish ship and pinnace3 departed hence for
the Straightes of Malacca; our generall dangerously sicke.
Captaine Pope dyed. During the time of the generalles absence
the Frenchmen had raised the price of pepper from 24 tayes4
the bahar to 27 and 30 and 32; so that we were forced to buy some
of that price.
The 3 day of October, being in the Straites of Mallacca, the
Hector espyed a great ship towardes evening, which came from
[o.s.]. After procuring a small quantity of pepper, she sailed for France on
10 November. De la Bardeliere died eleven days later, after an illness of
about four months.
1 The Schaep. The Ram was left at Achin to buy pepper.
3 Meaning the crews of the vessels taking part in the enterprise. The men of
the Susan (then at Priaman) were indignant at being excluded from the com-
pact; and on their return to England they submitted a petition to King James,
setting forth their grievance. The East India Company, in its reply to this
representation, declared that all its sailors were engaged for a trading voyage
only and their wages were fixed accordingly. Lancaster, it was stated, had
therefore, before leaving Achin, made a special 'contract with all the mar-
riners of the Redd Dragon, the Hectour, and the Assertion, what shares they
should have in such prize as should be taken by them then in consortshipp
together;' and after their arrival in England the men were duly paid all that
was owing to them on that account (The First Letter Book, pp. 25-7). How
the controversy ended is not known.
It may be noted that the Company had also to pay to the Lord High
Admiral (the Earl of Nottingham) the usual tenth levied by him on all prize
goods (The Dawn, p. 246).
3  The Lam, bought from the Dutch.
4  The Chinese tael (ounce of silver), equal to about 55. It seems here to be
taken as the equivalent of the rial of eight.